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Synopsis

Central America is a tiny region, broken into seven even smaller nations. More than 5 million North
Americans visit these countries every year, exploring Mayan ruins in Guatemala and Belize,
discovering the rain forests of Nicaragua and Costa Rica, snorkeling in Honduras, and cruising
through the Panama Canal. on the political events and cultural patterns that have shaped the
region. Special themes, such as the causes of unity and disunity on the isthmus and the economic
pressures on the rain forest from farming and tourism, are developed throughout the book.
Coverage of the history of the region is up to date with new developments, including the continued
struggle in the after-math of the civil wars, the impact of the free trade agreement signed with the
United States, and recent elections. Neighbors, The Spanish Conquest (1492-1541), The
Federation of Central America (1823-1839), Civil Wars (1975-1996), The Challenge of Peace and

Democracy, and more.
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Customer Reviews

.,."a well-written book and an excellent addition for all library collections.".,."a handy reference for
basic data concerning Israel since 1948 ... Recommended.".,."the author’s devotion to Bolivia and
concern for its future shines through...Recommended.""The book provides an unusual and
noteworthy blend of narrative detail with a broad analytical framework...Recommended..." This book
will be a good place to start for anyone doing general research on Peru and is recommended for

general and academic collections.".,."concise and interesting accounts of the histor[y] of



Brazil...most appropriate for university collections and could be used as [a textbook] for

undergraduate classes in Latin American studies." --This text refers to the Hardcover edition.

Lynn V. Foster is a writer, former research scholar, and adjunct faculty member in the Hispanic
Studies Department of the University of Massachusetts at Boston. She is the author of Facts On

File’s Handbook to Life in the Ancient Maya World and A Brief History of Central America.

Summarising such a culturally dense region into 300 pages is impossible but well done with some
nice side bars for interesting characters along the way. Always want to read more but then it

wouldn’t be "a brief history” would it?

This truly is a brief history of Central America. It is very concisely and precisely written . If one is
traveling or even interested in this area of the world it gives a very excellent over view of the history
of this area from pre-Columbian time until now. It adds to the understanding of what is going on in

this sometime overlooked region.

Very well laid out and easy to understand. Love the extra information embedded at various points

that describes people and events that impacted the area being discussed.

Packed with information.

| read this brief history of Central America while touring through 4 of these countries. It was very
informative about past Mayan culture, but also the recent events which many of us in the US were
unaware of while the civil wars raged in CA. | highly recommend it.
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